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MONDAY 19 OCTOBER 2026

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

3.00pm - 5.00pm BST Panel One

Bodies That Splatter: Redefining Heroes, Villains and
Victims in Cult Horror

CHAIR (TBC)
Tugce Kutlu (Independent Scholar, TR)
Undying Girls: Ageing, Survival and the Afterlives of the Final Girl in Cult Horror

Ethan Jones (University of Warwick, UK)
Welcome to Prime Time: Freddy Krueger and Jason Voorhees as Horror Movie Supervillains

K. Hall (Elizabeth City State University, US)
Body by Design: Creating Cult Objects Out of Bodies in Hellraiser (1987), Beetlejuice (1988), and Batman (1989)

OPENING NIGHT SCREENING

Skeleton Park

(Dan Sacco, Max Boer, Canada 2026)

IN PERSON
Odeon, Birmingham New Street "

Pre-recorded Filmmaker Q&A
18 Cert (BBC)

EUROPEAN THEATRICAL PREMIERE

ONLINE SKELETON
8pm-10pm BST on the Cine-Excess PARK

Vimeo Showcase
Available to view for 24 hours
Age verification required

cops are stalked by a malevolent
presence. Folk horror meets the
police procedural in this innovative
new Canadian thriller.

10.00pm CLOSE
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TUESDAY 20 OCTOBER 2026

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

10.00am — 12.00pm BST

Unhappy Families: Disrupting the Symbolic Order in Cult
Horror
Chair (TBC)

Leonardo Magnante (University of Rome Tor Vergata, IT)
Once Upon a Time a Haunted House: Urban Legend, Parapsychology, and the Collapse of Patriarchal Order

Zerui Wei (Beijing Normal-Hong Kong Baptist University, CN)
The Vessel Made Visible: A Hauntological Critique of Gender, Secularization, and the Failure of Imitation in
The Omen (1976) and The First Omen (2024)

Berkay Minkara (Charles University, CZ)
The Horror of Becoming: Parenthood, Anxiety, and the Body in Eraserhead and Kotoko

1.00pm — 3.00pm BST

From Classical Hollywood to Classic Exploitation: Style and

Form in American Cult Cinemas
Chair (TBC)

Camille Parru (Paris 8 University, FR)
Laughing at the Asylum: Cult Memory, Hitchcockian Legacy and the Hollywood Psychiatric Film in High Anxiety (1977)

David Church (Seattle University, US)
Pandora Peaks (2001) and Russ Meyer's Legend-Building Nonfiction Works

Alex Symons (LIM College, US)
The Online Cult of A&P Films: Streaming Indie Slashers and Digital Fandom

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Return to Cabrini Green: Candyman (1992/2001) and the
Spatialization of Horror Legends

Professor Aviva Briefel (Bowdoin College, Maine, USA)

5.00pm - 6.00pm BST

Industry Panel: Legends, Legacies and Home Entertainment
Chair: Eugenio Triana/Alex Fitch

Sandy King (Storm King Comics)

David Gregory (Severin Films)

Ludovico Oppipari (Black Mandala Distribution)
Tom Seymour (Director of Enter the Television)
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